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•  Employment in about one-third of all U.S. job categories would have contracted 
during the 1990s in the absence of recently arrived, noncitizen immigrant 
workers, even if all unemployed U.S.-born workers with recent job experience in 
those categories had been re-employed.  

•  Thirteen occupational categories collectively would have been short more than 
500,000 workers during the 1990s without recently arrived noncitizen immigrant 
employees, even if all unemployed natives with recent experience in those 
categories had been re-employed.  

•  Eleven job categories would have seen their workforce contract by more than 7 
percent during the 1990s if recently arrived noncitizens had not been available, 
even with re-employment of experienced natives.  

•  The earnings of immigrant workers rise and eventually equal or surpass those of 
native workers the longer the immigrants live in the United States and as they 
naturalize.  

•  Given the long-term economic success of immigrants, over-reliance on temporary 
worker programs may unwisely terminate the upward mobility of immigrant 
workers just as they begin to achieve their greatest productivity.  
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1. If the number of unemployed natives exceeded the number of employed recent 
immigrants, then one could conclude, in theory, that the immigrant workers were 
not necessary. Or,  

2. If the number of immigrants in an occupation exceeded the number of 
unemployed natives, then one could conclude that there were not enough natives 
to fill all existing jobs. In this latter scenario, removing those immigrants from the 
labor force would have lead to a decline in the number of employed persons, with 
corresponding negative effects on the U.S. economy.  
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